WIVES OF MARRIED DEACONS

Thewife of a married deacon isateam member playing an important rolein
her husband's ministry. During the training program, the Diocese of Burlington
includes spousesin most sessionsin recognition that ordination of the deacon
impactsthe couple and the family. Family support is an essential element in order
for the deacon to effectively engage in ministry. The approval of the spouseis
required beforeamarried individual may begin the diaconate program.

Most deaconsare married. A deacon’swife playsan important support role
during hisyears of formation and after ordination. Sointimateistheir partnership
and unity in the sacrament of marriage, that the Church requiresthe wife' s consent
before her husband can be ordained a permanent deacon.

One of the best opportunitiesto grow in her knowledge of the diaconate and
itsimpact on her and her family isto participatein the formation program to the
greatest extent possible. At the sametime, her own spiritual growth is enhanced.
After ordination, there are continuing opportunities available to the wives and
widows, such as personal prayer, Scripture Study/Sharing Groups. One of the best
opportunitiesto grow in her knowledge of the diaconate and itsimpact on her and
her family isto participate in the formation program to the greatest extent possible.
After ordination, there are continuing opportunities available to the wives and
widows, such as personal prayer, Scripture Study/Sharing Groups, participation in
the ongoing Deacon Study Days, and the Annual Diaconate Community Retr eat.
Theseareall great opportunitiesfor prayer, study, sharing hospitality and
community building.

In terms of official ministry, great opportunitiesfor prayer, study, sharing
hospitality and community building. Thereisno specific rolefor the deacon’swife.
The deacon’s ordination does not confer any ministerial roleto the deacon’s wife.

Y et the unity of the deacon and hiswifeisasign to the entire parish of the unity of
Christ with his Church. Many timesthe deacon’swife servesthe parish or local



community in a concrete way herself. After ordination, the deacon and hiswife may
work together in variouswaysto build up the kingdom of God. The deacon and his
wife can show how the obligations of family, work and ministry can be harmonized
in the service of the Church’s mission.



